
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE, MARCH 31, 2024, 6:30AM 
 

MEDIA VITA IN MORTE SUMUS 

In the midst of life we | are in death;* 
 from whom can we | seek help? 
From You alone, | O Lord,* 
 who by our sins are justly | angered. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 
 
Lord, You know the secrets | of our hearts;* 
 shut not Your ears to our prayers, but spare us, | O Lord. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 
 
O worthy and e- | ternal Judge,* 
 do not let the pains of death turn us away from You at our | last hour. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 

 

READING 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
L A reading from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 
 1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 
2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess 

our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



CHANGED IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 
 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 
 O death, where is your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

BLESSING 
P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; 

may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep these remains to 
the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You 

sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily resurrection You brought life and immortality to light 
so that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the 
grave that He won for us. Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth and with all 
in heaven who are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 
Text: German, 12th–15th cent.; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Tune: Latin, c. 1100; Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
Tune: Public domain 

 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL 
 
 
 
 



 JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY                                 LSB 457 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Sit) 
 

LITANY OF THE RESURRECTION 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C hear us. 
A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day rise again,” 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and immortality to light, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself known to them in the 

Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit, 



C have mercy on us. 
A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might believe, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous catch of fish, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all the apostles, and to 

Paul on the Damascus road, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching them, 
C have mercy on us. 
A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A By Your victory over sin and death, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A By the majesty of Your risen body, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 
A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of Your forgiveness, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving others as we have been 

served by You, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with 

all the saints, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 118:24, 1 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
 for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

HANDBELL ANTHEM  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 



7And he will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 8He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN          LSB 477 st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Text: rev. The Jubilate GroupTune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that 
the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 
4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And 
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not 



know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had 
said these things to her. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
(Sit) 
 

AWAKE, MY HEART, WITH GLADNESS             LSB 467 sts. 1, 5–7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt.Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

SERMON 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 



(Stand) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on the promises of God’s Word. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

  
P As we bow before You in faith at the break of day, we take refuge in the mercy You provide for us through 

Your Son’s victory over sin, death, and the grave. 
C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Enliven us by Your Spirit. Fill our hearts with joy that we may 

walk by faith this day and always to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has raised Christ from the dead and crowned Him with glory and honor. 

Because the risen King has conquered death and delivered us from our sins, we stand forgiven in His sight. 
As your pastor, it is my joy this Easter morning to forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING 
(Stand) 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 160 

 

 

 

 



 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore 
the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
(Sit) 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those 
who come to receive, saying:) 
 



Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 
(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES                            LSB 461 

 

 

 
 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING              LSB 633 sts. 1–7 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt.Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, IvanciceText and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 



 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 
of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 
day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

 

 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON                               LSB 490 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt.Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662Text and tune: Public domain 
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