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Reading the Bible in 2022
By Pastor Neil Wehmas

Whenever a new year rolls around, people make all sort of New Year’s Resolutions. Losing weight is
of course the most popular one. Some want to read more, take more vacations, even watch more movies.
Many Christians make the resolution to read the Bible more.
Indeed this is a wonderful resolution, and often times people don’t know where to start. So, I thought
that I might help out a little bit in this area. Simply by providing suggestions for keeping up with this excellent
and valuable resolution.
1. Pray
a. Pray before you read the Bible.
b. Pray after you read the Bible.
2. Regularly attend worship and Bible Class
a. These will supplement your personal reading time, and will give you tools to better understand
what you are reading on your own time.
3. Get a good Bible Translation
a. The English Standard Version is fairly faithful translation, that is used in our worship and Sunday
School/Confirmation classes.
b. If you are looking for a simple translation, that doesn’t sacrifice too much. The New Living
Translation would be a good choice for this purpose.
c. Other good translations: New King James Version, King James Version, New American
Standard Bible, New International Version (1984)—This is very difficult to find, Christian
Standard Bible.
d. Avoid Paraphrases such as The Message. They do tend to blur the true meaning of passages.
4. Do not feel like you have to read a chapter per day. Do not feel like you have to read the entire Bible in a
year. If this is what you want to do, that is great, but don’t feel like you have to.
a. Read at a pace that won’t overwhelm you. Read at a pace that will allow for you to actually think
and reflect upon what you have read.
b. I suggest to at minimum read from Heading-to-Heading, each time.
c. There is no limit. If you find on a day you are on a role, go with it, keep reading. If not, read at
least one section.
d. Don’t beat yourself up if you miss a day or two.
5. DO NOT try to figure out what the Bible verse means to you.
a. Your task is to find what it means to God. (You will never discover all of the meaning of scripture.)
b. Remember the Bible is not about you, it is about Jesus for you.
6. Figure out an order to read the Bible, here are a few options:
a. Genesis thru Revelation
b. New Testament then Old Testament
i. 1 Psalm or Proverb each day
c. A Thematic/Historical Bible Reading Order, if you’d like to see an example of this, talk to me.
7. Finally, if you have questions, ask a pastor. Either he will have an answer, or he will know where to find
the answers. He is your local, resident Bible scholar.
Blessings upon this task, and upon your new year. I pray that God would keep you steadfast in His word.
In Jesus’ Name. Pastor Neil.
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for ANY ITEMS for in the February Newsletter by January 12
Remember it’s up to you or your family members to let the church office know if you are hospitalized.

CHURCH NEWS
OFFICIAL ACTS

Baptism: Cherish Miesner

FROM THE ELDERS Brandon Johnson, Jeff Gilbert, Brent Harm, Aaron Hoffman, Terry Lovett, Keith Krager
St. Paul Lutheran Church Elders are here for you, and interested in your input or concerns.
Brandon Johnson 515515-231231-1744 brandonj2911@gmail.com
Jeff Gilbert 371371-2608 jeff.b.gilbert@hotmail.com Aaron Hoffman 364364-5166 aaronjen@netllc.net
Brent Harm 712712-210210-4135 harm1477@gmail.com Terry Lovett 300300-6062 tmlovett@frontiernet.net
Keith Krager 712712-830830-9008 keith.krager@gmail.com

FROM THE BOARD OF HUMAN CARE Glenda Hausman, Darcy Sibenaller
PARISH NURSE It is important to check your medicine cabinet for expired medications and dispose of
them. The following was taken from the FDA.gov website:
Expired medicines can be risky Expired medical products can be less effective or
risky due to a change in chemical composition or a decrease in strength. Certain expired
medications are at risk of bacterial growth and sub-potent antibiotics can fail to treat infections,
leading to more serious illnesses and antibiotic resistance. Once the expiration date has passed
there is no guarantee that the medicine will be safe and effective. If your medicine has expired,
do not use it.
According to the DEA many people don’t know how to properly clean out their medicine cabinets.
Failing to safely dispose of old medications, especially opioids, all too often leads to dangerous drugs ending
up in the wrong hands. The CDC reports that 50,000 young children end up in emergency rooms each year
because they got into medicines while an adult wasn’t looking.
Finally, expired medicines are also not just a risk to the person they were prescribed for and can injure
children and pets if taken by mistake. For all these reasons, proper disposal of unneeded medicines is
essential.
(Most pharmacies will take unused drugs and dispose of them properly. Also, Horn Hospital has a
place to put expired and unused drugs in their front entrance.)
COMMUNITY BASKET Donations for January: Balking items: flour, sugar, cake mixes, baking
soda/powder, brown sugar. Place your donation in the shopping cart in the Narthex. All items are
appreciated as well, as they can always use donations. The Community Basket is open on Thursdays (except
3rd Thusday), from 2:30-5:30PM. The Mobile Pantry will be at Arthur Community Center on January 20th,
from 4:30-5:30PM.

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS

Brad Zobel & Deb Clausen

STEWARDSHIP CORNER The new year brings with it new resolve, but so often that
resolve fades before the first week is ended. The apostle Paul advised the
Corinthians, “Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to
do so. Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by
your completion of it, according to your means” (2 Corinthians 8:10,11). By ourselves,
we grow tired or get bored or just plain lazy. Let us ask the Lord to give us the desire
to give generously, to serve joyfully, and to expend our time eagerly in response to what God has given to us
and done for us.
IN OUR WEAKNESS, GOD’S DIVINE POWER IS SEEN.
“That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

in hardships, in persecutions, in

VANCO MOBILE APP the VANCO Mobile App (free in your app store) is an option to be able to electronically
send your contribution directly to St. Paul Lutheran Church account. We hope that this feature will give you
another option. Watch for more information and updates soon, via our website, bulletin and newsletter. You
always can mail in your contributions or contact your local bank to do online giving through them as well. If you
are interested in this app, you can also contact the church office.
FROM SHARA OSIRO IN KENYA GRADUATION AND ORDINATION...
Life in the refugee camps of Kakuma and Kalobeyei in the northwest of Kenya ischallenging to put it
mildly. As many times that I have visited with my brothersand sisters in Christ there, I can't begin to imagine
their daily struggles. Theyhave fled from their homes in Ethiopia, Sudan, and South Sudan. Manyorganizations
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provide food, shelter, education, and medical assistance, but it isnever enough. Yet, despite the trials that they
endure, they have hope. Hope inGod that He will see them through the tough times.
I have been blessed to meet and get to know four men who ended up in therefugee camps of Kakuma
and Kalobeyei with the hope of a better life for themand their families. These men are very active in the
Lutheran churches in thecamps and have served alongside me and volunteers who have come to share
theGospel in the camps. Throughout the years, they have received scholarships toattend Neema Lutheran
College to become pastors. During my visits to thecollege, it was always a joy to see how enthusiastic they
were about graduating.In 2019, the first one graduated, and I was there to celebrate with him and hisfamily.
On August 27th, the three remaining men graduated with diplomas intheology, qualifying them to be ordained.
Again, it was a joy for me to celebratealongside them.
After years of waiting, praying, hoping, these four men only had to wait
a bitlonger as preparations were made for their ordination. Sunday, September
12thwas a day that I, these men and their families, and all who attended
wouldremember. These four refugees from Ethiopia, Sudan, and South Sudan
wereordained as pastors to serve in the office of the Holy Ministry.
ArchbishopOchola of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya oversaw the
ordination. Itwas attended by a host of bishops and pastors from Lutheran
churches inKenya, South Sudan, and the USA. About 400 men, women, and
children fromthe churches in Kakuma and Kalobeyei attended this incredible
event. Afteryears of waiting they now have pastors who can feed them with the Word andSacrament. God is
present among His people in the refugee camps, and it is ajoy and a blessing to be His instrument in building
up the Body of Christ in aplace such as this.
Together In Christ...Shara & Michael
MILITARY BIBLESTICK – VISION 2033
Thank you for your $25.00 gift which provides a valuable service member or veteran
with a Military BibleStick and more… Your generosity will also equip others — those living in the
outermost areas of the world who have little or no access to Truth — with the vital weaponry of
Audio Scriptures. This is Faith Comes By Hearing’s Vision 2033: To share God’s Word with the
oral majority by the year 2033 whether that’s a service member, village, community, or
persecuted church
BACK-PACK BLESSINGS Please consider donating to “Backpack Blessings” which will help supply the
school kids with food items to help offset the at-home food insecurity in our local school system. We have a
display and donation bin in the narthex and will also accept cash donations to purchase needed items.
MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034 PH: 712-882-1029
Gary.Thies@lcms.org
Be sure to check the bulletin board in the hallway by upstairs Conference Room for
information on Missionaries visiting Mission Central this month.

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES Ross Ladwig, John Brinkman,Dennis Clausen, Dale Edsen
Project Updates: Repairing Education building heating and air-conditioning.

FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM / ASSIMILATION

Jen Hoffman & Kristy Gilbert

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNINGS we will have coffee and treats in the
fellowship hall immediately following the Sunday worship service. Please plan to join us for coffee, a sweet
treat and great conversation. Everyone is welcome!
Please look for a sign up sheet in the Narthex to sign up to share food items on a particular Sunday
morning, or contact Jen Hoffman or Kristy Gilbert.
MAIN STREET LIVING IS A LUTHERAN TELEVISION PROGRAM that is endorsed by the Iowa West District
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The program receives no funding from the District,
but is totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU Viewing area. The
program is broadcast on KCAU, the ABC network affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday
morning, starting at 10:00 AM. The first 30 minutes are remastered episodes of the
popular “This is the Life” series that was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s. The second half
of the program is a modified Lutheran worship service that features a different Pastor each
week, from the station’s broadcast area.
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FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Jon Devitt & Robyn Devitt

CONFIRMATION AND MIDWEEK CLASSES 5:45-6:45PM, for grades 3rd -8th
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets from 9:30-10:30AM on Wed mornings in the Conference
Room in the lower level. ISAIAH – HERALD OF THE MESSIAH Isaiah was called by God to speak His word
to His people. Learn how, through Isaiah, God warned them to repent before the coming day of His wrath. He
also gave them wonderful promises of the Messiah to come and of the glorious future of God’s restored
people. Begins January 12th.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15-11:15AM, grades: 4 year old preschool – 12th grade
There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on JANUARY 2
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS join us in the lowerlevel Conference Room. 10:30-11:15AM. THE HOLY
SPIRIT “Are you filled with the Holy Spirit?” “Sure . . . well, aren’t all Christians filled with the Holy Spirit?”
Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or practices, some people may avoid
opportunities to share what they have learned from Christ and His Word. This study will prepare you to share
your faith and what we believe about the Holy Spirit. Begins January 9th.
"THE TRUTH" BIBLE CLASS FOR 8TH-12TH GRADES Sundays, 10:15-11:15AM
"THE MID WAY" 5TH - 8TH GRADES Sunday, from 1:00-3:00PM
"THE HIGH WAY" FOR 8TH -12TH GRADES Sunday, from 5:00-7:00PM
THEOLOGY AT SUBWAY Thursdays, 6:00-7:00PM
SPECIAL THANK YOU to our music leaders Tracy Johnson and Tammy Hoffman and our teachers:
Haley Miesner, Ruth Bennett, Robyn Devitt, Susan Miller. Special thank you also to the Hoffman family
for bringing the hay and the sheep. Special thank you to the Miller family for bringing their goats.
_

FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE

Karen Petersen and Synda Jepsen
ST. PAUL YOUTH FUNDRAISER on Sunday, January 19 from 10:00AM-1:00PM they will be serving
pancakes and French toast. Free will donation, proceeds with go towards the National Youth Gathering this
summer.


LWML LADIES BIBLE STUDY FOR JANUARY
RUTH (2) will meet on January 13 at 9:30AM at the church. Chancel committee for December was Karen
Hammer and Susan Miler. We planned our duties for December and we also put up a few of our nativites and
decorated the chancel area. Thank you to all who adopted and shared poinsettias. We wish to thank Kelly H. ,
Janet B and Diane for their help in decorating as well. Willy was re-elected president. We are always open to
new members of those who would like to help with decorating the church and taking care of paraments and
candles. Happy New Year! Susan will be BSL, we had 9 present for our December meeting.
LOIS (3) will meet on January 6 in the Conference Room at 1:30PM. Mary will be hostess and Judy will be
BSL. We put together 80 Hygiene kits for Orphan Grain Train.
EUNICE (10) will meet on January 6 at the Bread Box in Battle Creek at 2:30PM. Shar will be hostess and
Karen will be BSL. We had 6 present for our December meeting.
JOHANNA(12) will meet on January 6 at 6:30PM in the Conference room. Ann Sears will be hostess and
Marge will be BSL. We had 5 present for our December meeting.
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Upcoming

Events

"
Sunday, January 16th
Pancake Breakfast--Fundraiser
Sunday, January 16th
Midway (5th-7th Grade)

Sunday, January 23rd
The HighWay (8th-12th Grade)

The HighWay
(8th-12th Grade)

Sunday, January 23rd
5:00-7:00pm

Pancake Breakfast
NYG Fundraiser
Sunday, January 16th
After 9:00am Worship

MidWay
(5th-7th Grade)
Sunday, January 16th
5:00-7:00pm
(Subject to Change)

COME JOIN US!!
For a St. Paul Youth Fundraiser
Serving Pancakes and French Toast
On Sunday, January 16, 2022
From 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Free will donation with proceeds
going to help with expenses for the
National Youth Gathering this
summer

JANUARY 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Second Sunday after Christmas
2
Acolyte: Creighton
9:00AM Worship w/Communion
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30-11:15AM Adult & Youth Bible Study
The Baptism of the Lord
Acolyte: Evan
9:00AM Worship
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study

3

4

10
Bells 6:30PM

17
MCC
10:30AM
LWML Bible
Study Leaders
4:00PM

Thursday

5
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
No 9:30AM Bible Study
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Elders
7:00PM

9

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
16
Acolyte: Journey
9:00AM Worship w/Communion
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:00-1:00PM Pancake & French Toast
Breakfast – Youth Fundraiser
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study
5-7PM “The MidWay” 5th-7th grades
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
23
Acolyte: Jack
9:00AM Worship
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study
5-7PM “The HighWay” 8th -12th
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
30
Acolyte: Whitney
9:00AM Worship
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study

Wednesday

11

12
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Church
Council
7:00PM

18

6

Saturday
Acolyte: Kadyn 1
Worship Service
w/Communion6PM
7

Epiphany
Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

8
Acolyte: Courtney
Worship Service
6:00PM

13
Golden Horizons
2:00PM
Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

14

Acolyte: Chase 15
Worship Service
w/Communion
6:00PM

20

21

Acolyte: Kylie 22
Worship Service
6:00PM

27

28

Acolyte: Sam 29
Worship Service
6:00PM

19
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Friday

Willowdale
2:00PM
Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

Bells 6:30PM

24
Bells 6:30PM

31
Bells 6:30PM

25

26
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
2:30PM MCC
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

Acolytes
Feb. 5 Hildie
Feb. 6 Matthew

