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Lasting Love

I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Jeremiah 31:3 (ESV)
In the month of February we usually think of love and Valentine’s Day. As we all
know human love sometimes fails. In 1908, when he was 26 years old, the Hungarian
musician Bela Bartok began to compose a violin concerto for his lady friend, a violinist. But
by the time he had finished it, he beloved had married somebody else. She accepted the
concerto as a gift but laid it away and never looked at it. It was not found until after his death
in 1956.
Divine love is not like human love. God’s love is not subject to changes – or whims,
unstable emotions, or a change of heart. God declares through Jeremiah: “I have loved you
with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.” And through Isaiah, “For the mountains
may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace
shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you.” (Isaiah 54:10)
The apostle John follows through on these declarations of God’s love saying, “In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John
4:9-10) What gives God’s love such vitality is the permanence of it. What St. John wrote of God’s love nearly 2000
years ago is still true. We can rely on it.
After the example of God’s love, we too remain steadfast in our love to God and one another – that should
be our concern. Love that changes with the wind is worthless. Abiding love is precious. Gifts of love – whether
Bartok’s violin concerto or any other expression of love – are to be appreciated and put to good use. That is what
God wants. He desires that we pass on His love, and that we can do only if we cling to it ourselves.
Adapted from With Jesus Every Day © 1997 Concordia Publishing House

Thank-you gracious God for your lasting love shown to us in Jesus Christ. Please strengthen my love for you and
the people around me. Amen.
Your Pastor
Rev. Richard Salcido

‘SAVE THE DATE” LWML ZONE SPRING RALLY on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 here at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, registration starting at 4:45PM, guest speaker will be Dr. Steven Meyer.
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for ANY ITEMS for in the March Newsletter by February 14
Remember it’s up to you or your family members to let the church office know if you are hospitalized.

CHURCH NEWS
OFFICIAL ACTS

Funeral: Wayne Dankert

FROM THE ELDERS Brandon Johnson, Jeff Gilbert, Brent Harm, Aaron Hoffman, Terry Lovett, Keith Krager
St. Paul Lutheran Church Elders are here for you, and interested in your input or concerns.
Brandon Johnson 515515-231231-1744 brandonj2911@gmail.com
Jeff Gilbert 371371-2608 jeff.b.gilbert@hotmail.com Aaron Hoffman 364364-5166 aaronjen@netllc.net
Brent Harm 712712-210210-4135 harm1477@gmail.com Terry Lovett
Lovett 300300-6062 tmlovett@frontiernet.net
Keith Krager 712712-830830-9008 keith.krager@gmail.com

FROM THE BOARD OF HUMAN CARE Glenda Hausman
PARISH NURSE Glaucoma is the number one cause of blindness worldwide. The following is taken from
cdc.gov/visionhealth.: Glaucoma is a group of diseases that damage the eye’s optic nerve and can
result in vision loss and even blindness, About 3 million Americans have glaucoma. It is the second
leading cause of blindness worldwide.
Open-angle glaucoma, the most common form, results in increased eye pressure. There are often no
early symptoms, which is why 50% of people with glaucoma don’t know they have the disease. There
is no cure (yet) for glaucoma, but if it’s caught early, you can preserve your vision and prevent vision
loss. Taking action to preserve your vision health is key.
Anyone can get glaucoma, but certain groups are at higher risk. These groups include African Americans over age
40, all people over age 60, people with a family history of glaucoma, and people who have diabetes. African
Americans are 6 to 8 times more likely to get glaucoma than whites. People with diabetes are 2 times more likely to
get glaucoma than people without diabetes. There are many steps you can take to help protect your eyes and lower
your risk of vision loss from glaucoma. If you are in a high-risk group, get a comprehensive dilated eye exam to
catch glaucoma early and start treatment. Prescription eye drops can stop glaucoma from progressing. Your eye
care specialist will recommend how often to return for follow-up exams. Medicare covers a glaucoma test once a
year for people in high-risk groups. Even if you are not in a high-risk group, getting a comprehensive dilated eye
exam by the age of 40 can help catch glaucoma and other eye diseases early.
Open-angle glaucoma does not have symptoms and is hereditary, so talk to your family members about their vision
health to help protect your eyes—and theirs.
Maintaining a healthy weight, controlling your blood pressure, being physically active, and avoiding smoking will
help you avoid vision loss from glaucoma.
Sue Salcido RN FCN
COMMUNITY BASKET Donations for February: Laundry/Kitchen items: detergent, bleach, dryer sheets,
fabric softener, dish soap. Place your donation in the shopping cart in the Narthex. All items are appreciated as
well, as they can always use donations. The Community Basket is open on Thursdays (except 3rd Thusday), from
2:30-5:30PM. The Mobile Pantry will be at Battle Creek Fire Station on February 17th, from 4:30-5:30PM.

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS

Brad Zobel & Deb Clausen
STEWARDSHIP CORNER In the beginning, God gave, and He continues to give. God’s
character is to give. Our Heavenly Father loves us so much that He holds nothing back
from us, either in this world or the one to come. “He Who did not spare His own Son, but
gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32). To give and to keep on giving is the essential nature of God Who is love.
As our faith grows and matures, we also become givers who, by God’s grace, give freely

and generously.
BEING ASSURED OF GOD’S LOVE, WE RESPOND TO HIS GREAT LOVE BY SHARING HIS LOVE WITH
OTHERS. “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future . . . will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39).
FROM SHARA OSIRO IN KENYA
Ministry returned to a sense of normalcy, and Shara could travel a bit more.
She participated in the Alliance missionary orientation in theDominican
Republic and Uganda at the beginning of the year. She visited several Project
24 sites, got new photos and videos of the children, and continues building
relationships with them. Toward the end of the year, Shara attended the
graduation at Neema Lutheran College in Kenya. Sheenjoys being able to
encourage and support the students. It was a joy for her to witness the
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ordination of four new pastors in the refugee camps.Michael's business continues to grow, and he also has been
able to travelmore throughout Kenya. It has been a blessing to walk alongside ourpartners in the Gospel as we
share the love of Christ with many.
We give thanks to God for the gift of His peace. No matter what we may face, we know that Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, is with us and that he offers us peace that surpasses allunderstanding. May the love that came
that Holy night light all your dayswith hope and joy. Thank you for all of your love, support, and prayers aswe serve
the Lord in Africa. Our hearts are full of joy knowing that youare all part of this journey with us.
Together In Christ...Shara & Michael
MILITARY BIBLESTICK – VISION 2033
Thank you for your gift which provides a valuable service member or veteran with a Military
BibleStick and more… This year our congregation donated $6,375.00! Your generosity will also equip
others — those living in the outermost areas of the world who have little or no access to Truth — with
the vital weaponry of Audio Scriptures. This is Faith Comes By Hearing’s Vision 2033: To share God’s
Word with the oral majority by the year 2033 whether that’s a service member, village, community, or
persecuted church
BACK-PACK BLESSINGS Please consider donating to “Backpack Blessings” which will help supply the school
kids with food items to help offset the at-home food insecurity in our local school system. We have a display and
donation bin in the narthex and will also accept cash donations to purchase needed items.
MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034 PH: 712-882-1029
Gary.Thies@lcms.org
Be sure to check the bulletin board in the hallway by upstairs Conference Room for information on
Missionaries visiting Mission Central this month.

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES Ross Ladwig, John Brinkman,Dennis Clausen, Dale Edsen
Project Updates: Repairing Education building heating and air-conditioning.

FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM / ASSIMILATION

Jen Hoffman & Kristy Gilbert

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNINGS we will have coffee and treats in the
fellowship hall immediately following the Sunday worship service. Please plan to join us for coffee, a sweet treat
and great conversation. Everyone is welcome!
Please look for a sign up sheet in the Narthex to sign up to share food items on a particular Sunday
morning, or contact Jen Hoffman or Kristy Gilbert.
MAIN STREET LIVING IS A LUTHERAN TELEVISION PROGRAM that is endorsed by the Iowa West District of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The program receives no funding from the District, but is
totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU Viewing area. The program is
broadcast on KCAU, the ABC network affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday morning, starting at
10:00 AM. The first 30 minutes are remastered episodes of the popular “This is the Life” series
that was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s. The second half of the program is a modified
Lutheran worship service that features a different Pastor each week, from the station’s broadcast
area.

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Jon Devitt & Robyn Devitt

CONFIRMATION AND MIDWEEK CLASSES 5:45-6:45PM, for grades 3rd -8th
WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets at 7:00AM at Zimmy’s
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets from 9:30-10:30AM on Wed mornings in the Conference Room in
the lower level. ISAIAH – HERALD OF THE MESSIAH
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15-11:15AM, grades: 4 year old preschool – 12th grade
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS join us in the lowerlevel Conference Room. 10:30-11:15AM. THE HOLY SPIRIT
"THE TRUTH" BIBLE CLASS FOR 8TH-12TH GRADES Sundays, 10:15-11:15AM
"THE MID WAY" 5TH - 8TH GRADES Sunday, February 20 from 5:00-7:00PM
"THE HIGH WAY" FOR 8TH -12TH GRADES Sunday, February 27 from 5:00-7:00PM
THEOLOGY AT SUBWAY Thursdays, 6:00-7:00PM
_
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FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE

Karen Petersen and Synda Jepsen
THANK YOU!! Thank you to everyone who donated and/or came to the youth’s pancake/french toast brunch. It
was a great success with almost $900 raised towards our trip to Houston this summer. Thanks to Pat & Kriss
Phillips for their generous donation. Thank you to Deb and Dennis Clausen for all your help and guiding us thru our
first attempt at running griddles and delivering the supplies for us. Thank you also to Shar for all your help, input
and donations. Karen and Synda

FAMILY FUN NIGHT at Skate Palace on Friday, February 18th from 6:30-8:30PM Skating will be free and there
will be family games like bean bags, Jenga and others. Bring an appetizer to share, hot dogs will be served. The
snack shack will be open for treats to purchase.


LWML LADIES BIBLE STUDY FOR FEBRUARY
RUTH (2) will meet on February 3 at noon at Zimmy’s and then to the church. We have 2 new members, Christine
Krager and Shari Walter. We took down the Christmas nativites and the trees, thank you Janet and Diane for your
help!
LOIS (3) will meet on February 3 in the Conference Room at 1:30PM. Mary will be hostess and Judy will be BSL.
EUNICE (10) will meet on February 3 at the Bread Box in Battle Creek at 2:30PM. Shar will be hostess and Karen
will be BSL.
JOHANNA(12) will meet on February 3 at 6:30PM in the Conference room. Ann Sears will be hostess and Marge
will be BSL.


Beyond candy hearts and roses

The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards and candy. But people not in a
loving romantic relationship can sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, all people
need love — and certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, who
became known as “Dr. Love” for writing about the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the
power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act
of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around."
Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in importance to loving God (Matthew
22:37-40), and that when we love one another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many
ways to do that — beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s Day is as good a reminder as
any.

UPDATE ON IOWA WEST BRANCH OF ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN Iowa West Branch of Orphan Grain Train in Ida
Grove continues to operate. We are most grateful to all individuals and organizations and churches that
support us financially and with donations of clothing, bedding, medical equipment, etc.
Some organizations make arrangements with us to come and work for 2 or 3 hours, maybe monthly or quarterly or
just once or twice throughout the year. That help is greatly appreciated.
Right now we could use some extra groups like this. Our bunker room is full plus we have about 22 pallets of new
clothing to be sorted and packed.
We are happy to have just 3 or 4 people or MORE come and work at a time. It all helps. You can contact me if you
would be interested in helping out this way and we can schedule a time to make it happen.
Sharon Ann Irwin, Iowa West Branch Manager, jsirwin@ruralwaves.us or 712-273-5575 or 712-660-1380 Cell.
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The Truth
Bible Class
Sundays @10:15am

5th-7th Grade
8th-12th Grade

Ash Wedneday

Wednesday, March 2nd
8:00-10:00am Imposition of Ashes
5-7pm Youth Hosted Supper
7pm Ash Wednesday Service

The HighWay (8th-12th Grade)
Sunday, February 27th
5:00-7:00pm

MidWay (5th-7th Grade)
Sunday, February 20th
5:00-7:00pm

End It!!
Stay Tuned for Details...

Come and Join in the Fun and its Free!
Skate Palace on February 18, 2022
6:30-8:30PM
Skating, bean bags, Jenga and other family games
Bring an appetizer to share
Hot dogs will be served
The snack shack will be open for treats to purchase

FEBRUARY 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Elders
7:00PM

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Acolyte: Matthew
9:00AM Worship w/Communion
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Acolyte: Jenna
9:00AM Worship
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study

6

7
Bells 6:30PM

13

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
20
Acolyte: Kadyn
9:00AM Worship w/Communion
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study
5:00-7:00PM MidWay (5th-7th grades)
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
27
Acolyte: Evan
9:00AM Worship
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee
10:15-11:15AM Sunday School/Youth
10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study
5:00-7:00PM The HighWay (8th-12th grades)

14

8
Church Council
7:00PM

15

9
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

22

4

11

18
Family Fun
Night
Skate Palace
Skating &
Games
6:30-8:30PM

Willowdale
2:00PM
Theology at
Subway
6:00PM
24

12
Acolyte: Hildie
Worship Service
6:00PM

17

Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

5
Acolyte: Kasey
Worship Service
w/Communion
6:00PM

10
Golden Horizons
2:00PM
Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

23
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
2:30PM MCC
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Saturday

Theology at
Subway
6:00PM

16
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Friday
3

2
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys
9:30AM Bible Study
11:30-4:30AM Bloodmobile
5:45-6:45PM Midweek 3-8th

Bells 6:30PM

21
MCC
10:30AM
LWML Bible
Study Leaders
4:00PM

Thursday

19
Acolyte: Courtney
Worship Service
w/Communion
6:00PM

25

26
Acolyte: Chase
Worship Service
6:00PM

Bells 6:30PM

28
Bells 6:30PM

Acolytes:
Mar. 2 Ash Wed: Sam
March 5: Journey
March 6: Creighton

