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GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, APRIL 18, 2025 

+ PREPARATION + 

 

SING, MY TONGUE, THE GLORIOUS BATTLE  LSB 454 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text: Public domainTune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 
P Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 

hold fast our confession. 
C For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
P Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 
  
Silence for reflection and personal confession. 
  
P Jesus, our High Priest, 
C We humbly confess to You that we are weak. In our weakness, we sin against You and one another 

with our words and actions, and in our thoughts and the lack thereof. Our sins cut us off from You. 
We know that the wages of sin is death, and we keep on sinning. We deserve death. Have mercy on 
us. Forgive us. Change our hearts and lives and conform them to Yours, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
P In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who 

was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. Although He was a son, He 
learned obedience through what He suffered. And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey Him. Jesus freely gives us what we do not deserve: forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 

INTROIT Psalm 102:1–2, 12; antiphon: Isaiah 53:4a, 5a, 6a, c 

 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our | sorrows.* 
 He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our in- | iquities. 
All we like sheep have | gone astray;* 
 and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity | of us all. 
Hear my prayer, | O LORD;* 
 let my cry | come to you! 
Do not hide your face from me in the day of | my distress!* 
 Incline your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day | when I call! 
But you, O LORD, are enthroned for- | ever;* 
 you are remembered throughout all gener- | ations. 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our | sorrows.* 
 He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our in- | iquities. 
All we like sheep have | gone astray;* 
 and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity | of us all. 

 

KYRIE Hebrews 12:1–2 
P Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished. 

C O Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished. 
C O Christ, have mercy. 
  
P Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is about to be extinguished. 

C O Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

C let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 

  
P looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,  

C who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed 
and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:13—53:12 
13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 
 he shall be high and lifted up, 
 and shall be exalted. 
14As many were astonished at you— 
 his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 
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 and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15so shall he sprinkle many nations; 
 kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which has not been told them they see, 
 and that which they have not heard they understand. 
1Who has believed what they heard from us? 
 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
 and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
 and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 
 a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 
 and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
 and with his stripes we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
 we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
 yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
 so he opened not his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
 and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
 stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9And they made his grave with the wicked 
 and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 
 he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for sin, 
 he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
 make many to be accounted righteous, 
 and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
 and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
 and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 
 14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. . . . 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 
who obey him. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE 
L Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

C yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 18:28—19:16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 28Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They 
themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the 
Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30They 
answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put 
anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die. 
 33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate 
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would 
have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then 
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born 
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens 
to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39But you have a 
custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of 
the Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him 
with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know 
that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7The Jews answered 
him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 
8When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his headquarters again and said to 
Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to 
me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who 
delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
 12From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 
Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic 
Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 
“Behold your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I 
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crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16So he delivered him over to 
them to be crucified. 
 So they took Jesus, 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS                    LSB 426 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

STARCK'S PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Jesus, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

+ TENEBRAE SEQUENCE + 

(An acolyte should extinguish the candles as indicated. As the candles are extinguished, the lights in the church 
may be dimmed gradually. As the last candle is removed from the altar area, all the lights in the church should 
be turned off. After the last candle has returned, enough light should be turned on to allow people to leave the 
sanctuary safely.) 
 

FIRST WORD OF JESUS Luke 23:32–38 
 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the 
place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 
(The first candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW                               LSB 440 sts. 1–2 
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SECOND WORD OF JESUS Luke 23:39–43 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, 
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
(The second candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE                              LSB 436 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THIRD WORD OF JESUS John 19:23–27 
 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for 
each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24so they said to 
one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which 
says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 
(The third candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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O DEAREST JESUS, WHAT LAW HAST THOU BROKEN    LSB 439 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662Text and tune: Public domain 

 

FOURTH WORD OF JESUS Matthew 27:45–49 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
 
(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED                 LSB 449 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612Text: © 1941 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain 

 

FIFTH WORD OF JESUS John 19:28–29 
 28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour 
wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
 
(The fifth candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

O PERFECT LIFE OF LOVE                                  LSB 452 sts. 1–5 

 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, alt.Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SIXTH WORD OF JESUS Luke 23:44–47 
 44It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45while the 
sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47Now when the centurion 
saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 
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(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 
 

KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED                         LSB 451 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt.Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850, PaderbornText and tune: Public domain 

 

FINAL WORD OF JESUS John 19:30 
 30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
 
(The final candle is extinguished, or the Christ Candle is carried out of the chancel.) 
 

STREPITUS 
 
(A loud sound is heard, signifying the closing of the tomb.) 
 
(The Christ Candle is returned.) 
 
(Observe silence as the lights become brighter, anticipating the joys of Easter while contemplating the solemnity 
of Good Friday.) 
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