ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, FEBRUARY 18, 2026

PREPARATION

Litany

p

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the church begins a holy season of prayerful
and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord
Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial,
and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life
and hope. Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of
His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts
and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

Kneel in silence to reflect upon the Law of God and meditate upon our sins.
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O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
hear us.

God the Father, in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and Passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your
glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.

To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen and preserve us
in the true faith; to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:



C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and console the poor,
the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; to
give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all:

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; and graciously to
hear our prayers:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us.

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We
implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust
and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

C Amen.

Imposition of Ashes

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward at this time and stand before the pastor. The pastor applies ashes in the shape of a cross on the forehead
while saying to each person, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!
turn a fa - v'ring eye; Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!
to our hum - ble sigh; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen - i - ten-tial cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903Text and tune: Public domain

p
C

Ee]

C

Salutation
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Accomplish in us, O God, the work of Your salvation,
that we may show forth Your glory in the world.

By the cross and Passion of Your Son, our Lord,
Bring us with all Your saints to the joy of His resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through Jesus Christ, our Lord, strengthen us in all
goodness, and, by the power of the Spirit, keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

WORD
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Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness
we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Jonah 3:1-10

'"Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, *‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and call out against it the message that I tell you.” *So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. “Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” *And
the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the
least of them.

%The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the
king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water,
$but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from
his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. "Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his
fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”

""When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had
said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

Epistle

L

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-13

'Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your | steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my trans- | gressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!



3For I know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
4Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil | in your sight,*
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your | judgment.
Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity,*
and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me.
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being,*
and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.

"Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;*
wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow.
8Let me hear joy and | gladness;*
let the bones that you have bro- | ken rejoice.
°Hide your face | from my sins,*
and blot out all my in- | iquities.
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
!"Cast me not away from your | presence,*
and take not your Holy Spirit | from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation, *
and uphold me with a willing | spirit.

3Then I will teach transgressors | your ways,*
and sinners will re- | turn to you.

L  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

LSB 157

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

![Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for

then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. *But when
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your giving may be

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.



But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your

Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . .

16<And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. '"But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, '8that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And

your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal, °but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 2'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Offering (During Hymn)

Fro’;n Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee

LSB 607
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Creed Nicene Creed
C Ibelieve in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

SACRAMENT
Preface LSB 160
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And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

oJ
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead
us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your



resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

LSB 609
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words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
5  Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
6  Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
7  Jesus sinners doth receive;

Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:

Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstédtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain



Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6  Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

10



7  Lord, by love and mercy driven,

You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,

To forego all joy and gladness

And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8  Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me

As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; (sts. 1, 4-5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, (sts. 2-3, 6-8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662Text (sts. 1, 4-5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895
Text (sts. 2-3, 6-8) and tune: Public domain

Dismissal
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

P Letus pray.
O God, merciful Father, You do not turn away from the sighing of a contrite heart nor the desires of those
who in sorrow for their sins cry to You for mercy. Hear the prayers of Your people who in the midst of
their troubles call to You for relief. Graciously hear us that the evils which burden our souls and the sins
which weigh greatly on our hearts may know peace and forgiveness. Rekindle within us Your new life
imparted in Baptism and restore to us the holy joy that belongs to all Your people, that we may keep Your
commandments and do on earth Your heavenly will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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O Lord, throughout These Forty Days LSB 418
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Eas - ter dawns, We join in heav - en’s praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930-2024Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, EdinburghText: ©
1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain
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